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Universities lack futures studies
at a time of huge change

Karen MacGregor 01 April 2025
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There’s been a tidal shift in thinking around futures studies in the past
decade. “Universities are the laggards here,” says futurist Professor
Sohail Inayatullah. “But working with students everywhere; agility,
diversity, sustainability, Al global thinking, even spiritual thinking —
those come up more and more.”

Universities may resist foresight exercises as prafessors protect their
turf and academic tradition. “For some universities, foresight is
nothing more than predicting student numbers,” he told University
World News. This is a problem at a time of profound changes,
including the technology and sustainability ‘revolutions’.

Born in Pakistan, Inay has worked at ies around the
world, and is a professor in the Graduate Institute of Futures Studies
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