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BLOWIN (3x1) IN THE WIND

How many roads must a man walk down Before you call him a man?

Yes, 'n’ (3x2) how many seas must a white dove sail(3x3) Before she sleeps
in the sand?

Yes, 'n’ how many times must the cannonballs(3x4) fly Before they’ re
forever banned(:x5)?

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind.

The answer is blowin  in the wind.

There are many peaceful ways to respond to unfair condi-tions in the
society. In the past, people liked to sing folk-songs that had a double
meaning. In the 1970s in Taiwan, for example, people sang the Taiwanese
folksong &quot;Waiting for the Spring Wind&quot; (¥ %k ) to express
their hope for a better future, though it is really about a young girl’ s
long-ing(3x6) for love. The American folksong &quot;Blowin’ in the
Wind&quot; is often sung for similar reasons, and as a way to protest a-



gainst war.

&quot;Blowin’ in the Wind&quot; asks many questions-for example, &quot;How
many times must the cannonballs fly, before they re forever banned?&quot;
and &quot;How many deaths will 1t take till he knows that too many people
have died?&quot;(3x7) In fact, all of the verses(3x8) of &quot;Blowin’ in
the Wind&quot; are questions. The answer to these questions, according to
the song’ s refrain(:x9), is always the same: It’s &quot;blowin’ in the
wind. &quot;

What does the expression &quot;it’s blowin’ in the wind&quot; mean? It may
mean that the answer to the questions 1s so difficult that no one can see
or catch it; it is blowing away and is be-yond our control(ztl10). It may
also mean that the answer to the questions is so obvious(:xll) that it is
all around us; this suggests that a positive change is &quot;in the
air, &quot;(3x12) and it will come soon if enough people understand it.

Perhaps 1t 1s time to start singing these special songs again.

@®Dialogue Practice@

Bobby : Hey, Alice, where are you going?



Alice : I'm going to the demonstration in downtown Taipei.

Bobby : What’ s that?

Alice : We’ re going to sing protest songs against war.
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