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CONFUCIUS(1) AND ROAST(2)

The famous Chinese writer Lin Yutang(3) told the following story about
Confucius:

One day, when [the wife of Confucius]* had run out of(4) meat at home and
had to get it in a hurry(5) and found that her husband refused to eat
roasts from a delicatessen, (6) she had already partially made up her
mind(7) to leave this obstreperous(8) scholar, whose &quot;greatness&quot;
was somewhat difficult to perceive. (9) When she again found her husband
refused to eat because she had forgotten to place ginger on the table, 1t
was about time. (10) But when one day she found that this good man of hers
refused to eat meat because it was not beautifully and &quot;squarely
sliced, &quot;(11) it was the last straw. (12) She had no choice butl3 to
walk out(14) and leave him to find another woman who could slice the meat
squarely every time. What a gourmet!(15)

Lin Yutang says that Confucius, his son, and his grandson all divorced(16)
their wives. He also says that even though Confucius talked a lot about
family harmony, Confucius himself lived most of his life as a
&quot;bachelor philosopher. &quot;(17)

-Adapted from Lin Yutang’ s book, From Pagan to Chris-tian



DIALOGUE

Tina: We're going to roast a chicken and talk about the Doctrine of the
Mean. (18)

Jim: Why do you want to be mean?(19) I'd rather be kind than mean.

Tina: No, that’s not what I mean. (20)

Jim: You don’ t mean(20) to be mean?(19)

Tina: I mean(20) &quot;the Doctrine of the Mean, &uot; also called
&quot;The Middle Way. &quot;

Jim: Oh. May I come? I love to roast chicken.
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