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Aesopl and the Ass?2

Animals 1n beast fables3d talk and behave like humans. They are given
distinctive qualities:4 for example, the &quot;dumb ass, &quot; the
&quot;meek sheep, &quot; the &quot;rapaciousb wolf, &quot; the &quot;sly
fox, &quot; the &quot;formidable6b lion and tiger, &quot; the
&quot;ruthless7 hawk, &quot; the &quot;proud peacock, &quot; and so on.
Beast fables are in fact about the hu-man world, in which people tend to
label8 other people as dumb, meek, rapacious, sly, proud (etc.), and call
them by the names of these animals correspondingly.9 In Aesop’s Fables,
the ass 1s always portrayedl(0 as extremely unintelligent. 1l Ae-sop writes:

An Ass undertook to run a race with the Horse.

The result was as might have been expected,

and the Ass got laughed at. &quot;l now see what was

the matter with me, &uot; said the Ass; &quot;I ran a thorn



into my footl?2 some months ago, and 1t still pains

me. &quot;

-&quot;The Ass and the Race-Horse&quot;

Animals are stereotypedl3 in Aesop’ s stories to moralize aboutl4 human
nature, and the stereotypes persistlb today. In the English language, an
&quot;ass&quot; means a fool. In Chinese, likewise, a fool has come to be
called ch’un-lu (& 5.). Lessing, 16 however, makes fun of Aesop in his
adaptationl7of the story:

&quot;The next time you write a fable about me, &quot; said the Ass to
Aesop,

&quot;make me say something wise and sensible. &uot;18



&quot;Something sensible from you!&quot; exclaimed Aesop; &quot;what

would the world think? People would call you the Moralistl9 and me the
Ass!&quot;

—-&quot;Aesop and the Ass&quot;

Since there is no way for an ass to trade20 his role with Ae-sop’s, the
ass will most likely remain a stupid animal for a very long time to come.
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